Sunday AM Bible Study (6-7-20)

22-- Peter’s Confession and Rebuke
Matthew 16:13-28; Mark 8:27-9:1; Luke 9:18-27

1. Jesus is visiting the towns of Caesarea
Philippi (Matthew 16:13; Mark 8:27; Luke
9:18). Do a bit of research about this city
from a Bible dictionary of encyclopedia.
Religiously, what was this city like in the first
century? What questions does Jesus ask His
disciples here in this place?

2. What was the initial answer of the disciples
to this question Jesus asked? What was
Peter’s answer (Matthew 16:14-16; Mark
8:28-29; Luke 9:19-20)?

“JESUS WAS STANDING ON A ROAD IN AN
AREA LITTERED WITH THE TEMPLES OF THE
SYRIAN GODS, A PLACE WHERE THE
GREEK GODS LOOKED DOWN, A PLACE
WHERE THE MOST IMPORTANT RIVER IN
JUDAISM SPRANG TO LIFE, A PLACE
WHERE THE WHITE MARBLE SPLENDOR OF
THE HOME OF CAESAR-WORSHIP
DOMINATED THE LANDSCAPE. AND HERE,
OF ALL PLACES, HE STANDS AND ASKS
MEN WHO THEY BELIEVE HIM TO
BE...SOMEONE SUGGESTED IT IS AS IF
JESUS DELIBERATELY SET HIMSELF
AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE
WORLD’S RELIGIONS IN ALL THEIR
SPLENDOR AND GLORY AND DEMANDED
TO BE COMPARED WITH THEM.”

https://www.padfield.com/2015/caesarea-
philippi.html

3. Based on Peter’s confession, what was Jesus going to build and what would be incapable of stopping

it (Matthew 16:17-20; Mark 8:30; Luke 9:21)?

4. Clearly, Peter is given a role in Matthew 16:19. The well-known Catholic argument is that Peter was
being appointed as the first pope in this passage. However, what passage indicates all of the apostles
were given “binding” and “loosing” authority by Jesus (Matthew 18:18)? In what specific way does

Peter open the gates of the kingdom (cf. Acts 2, 10)?
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5. From this point on, what does Jesus reveal about His future to His disciples (Matthew 16:21; Mark
8:31; Luke 9:22)?

6. How does Peter respond to this revelation of Jesus (Matthew 16:22-23; Mark 8:32-33)? How does
Jesus respond to Peter?

7. In this text, we see Peter being openly commended then forcefully rebuked. If the apostles were not
beyond such honest treatment, what lessons can we learn from this in our own lives?

8. Peter seemed to think Jesus was “too good” to deserve to suffer. Yet, what lessons about Himself
and discipleship did Jesus want His disciples to learn (see Matt 16:24-25; Mark 8:34-35; Luke 9:23-24)?

9. Jesus asks two key questions to highlight the real choice we have to make as disciples. What are
those questions (Matthew 16:26; Mark 8:36-37; Luke 9:25)?

10. Let’s make this real. What, for you, is the hardest part about living for Jesus and overcoming the
world? Is it the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, or the pride of life? When you think of Jesus and His
disciples’ ever-growing popularity, what was the hardest thing about knowing Jesus would soon die?
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