


Isaac, Jacob and Joseph 

• Jacob sent his sons 

northward to graze 

their flock 

– On one occasion, 

Joseph was sent to 

check on them 

thinking he’d find 

them at Shechem but 

he found them at 

Dothan 



Isaac, Jacob and Joseph 

• The brothers were so jealous that they 

talked about killing Joseph 

– Reuben persuaded them not to kill Joseph 

– They threw him into a pit and then at the 

suggestion of Judah, they took him out and 

sold him to the band of Ishmaelite-Midianite 

merchants on their way to Egypt 



Isaac, Jacob and Joseph 

• The brothers then deceived Jacob, making 

him think that his son had been killed by 

an animal 

• The merchants then sold Joseph as a 

slave to a man named Potiphar 



Isaac, Jacob and Joseph 

• Joseph was a faithful man and was able to 

interpret dreams 

– He gained favor with Potiphar and was put 

in charge of Egypt, second only to the 

Pharaoh 

• A famine brought his brothers to Egypt 

unknowing that it was Joseph that they 

stood before 

 



Isaac, Jacob and Joseph 

– 22 years had passed since they last saw 

each other 

– Joseph eventually told them who he was 

and asked them to bring his father and all 

their families into Egypt 

• Jacob led his family on a 200 mile trip to 

Egypt 

– At Beersheba he stopped and offered 

sacrifices to God 



Isaac, Jacob and Joseph 

• A fertile section of land on the Nile Delta 

called Goshen was given to Joseph’s family 



The 

Covenant 

People 

of God 

Exodus 1:1- Numbers 10:10 



The Covenant People of God 

• It is impossible to pinpoint exact dates of 
the event of the Exodus from Egypt 

– The names of the Pharaohs are not given 

• Foreigners were not welcomed in Egypt 
during most of their history 

– One of the few exceptions was when 
Joseph was there 

• Even then, it was not permitted for an 
Egyptian to eat at the same table as a 
Hebrew 



The Covenant People of God 

• Later, during the time of Moses a new 
Pharaoh forced non Egyptians to build 
and work for him 

– The Hebrews were probably not the only 
ones who were forced to work as slaves 



The Covenant People of God 

• Was it by chance, etc. that the Hebrew 

people were in Egypt during the reign of a 

bad Pharaoh? 

“Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your 

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not 

theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict 

them four hundred years. And also the nation 

whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall 

come out with great possessions.” (Gen 15:13-14) 



The Covenant People of God 

• People in Canaan were happy to mingle 

with foreigners -- Canaanites would do just 

about anything 

– Because of this, Abraham sought a wife 

for Isaac elsewhere 

– Only Jacob’s son Joseph married outside 

of Canaan  



The Covenant People of God 

• It was by God’s design that Jacob’s family 

moved to Egypt so they could develop into 

a separate race 

– May not have done so if they stayed in 

Canaan 



The Covenant People of God 

Identify the 

following places: 

Mediterranean Sea 

Dead Sea 

Nile River 

Gulf of Suez 

Gulf of Aqaba 

Red Sea 

Egypt 

Wilderness of Sinai 

Goshen 

Mediterranan Sea 



The Covenant People of God 

• The book of 

Exodus opens 

with the Hebrews 

under severe 

bondage 

– They were 

forced to build 

Pithom and 

Raamses 



The Covenant People of God 

• Pharaoh was 

afraid of their 

growing 

population so he 

ordered all baby 

boys to be 

thrown into the 

Nile river 



The Covenant People of God 

• Moses was rescued 
from the water 

– Moses means 
“drawn from the 
water” 

– He was raised in 
the king’s palace, 
enjoying special 
opportunities in life 

• Acts 7:22 

• Heb 11:23-26 

Egyptian Delta 



The Covenant People of God 

• When Moses was 
40 yrs old he 
killed an Egyptian 
slave driver while 
protecting an 
Israelite 

– Moses had to 
flee for his life 

Egyptian Delta 



The Covenant People of God 

• Moses traveled to 

the wilderness of 

Sinai and then 

south to the land 

of Midian 

– Moses lived there 

and worked as a 

shepherd for the 

next 40 years 



The Covenant People of God 

• God appeared to 

Moses and sent 

him back to Egypt 

to bring the 

Israelites out of 

the land 



The Covenant People of God 

• Pharaoh refused to let his slaves leave 

-- just as God predicted to Moses 

– God used the stubbornness of Pharaoh 

as an occasion to magnify His own 

power 



The Covenant People of God 

• He sent ten severe plagues to punish 

the Egyptians for their cruel treatment 

of His people and to convince Pharaoh 

to let His people go 

– After the 10th plague the slaves were 

ordered out of the land 

• The following charts list the ten 

plagues that came upon the Egyptians 



The Covenant People of God 

• The Israelites 

assembled at and 

left from the city of 

Rameses (12:37) 

– The Egyptians were 

so glad to see them 

go that they gave 

them gold, silver, 

raiment, and 

whatever the slaves 

asked for (12:35-36) 



The Covenant People of God 

• The first two 

camping places 

were at Succoth 

and at Etham 



The Covenant People of God 

• The Lord went 
before them by day 
in a pillar of a cloud, 
and at night in a 
pillar of fire 
(Exodus 13:20-22) 

– They carried 
Joseph’s bones 
with them as their 
fathers had 
promised before 
his death 

 

Fire by night 

 

Cloud by day 



The Covenant People of God 

• They leave Egypt 
with a vast 
company of 
603,550 soldiers 
plus women and 
children, cattle and 
slaves 

603,550 

Soldiers 



The Covenant People of God 

• The shortest route from Egypt to 

Canaan is along the shoreline of the 

Mediterranean Sea called the Way of 

the Sea or further south on the trade 

route called the Way of Shur 



The Covenant People of God 

– Would have met conflict on either of 

these two 

– God wanted them to learn to depend 

on Him 



The Covenant People of God 

• Pharaoh sent his army after the 

Israelites 

– They were terrified with the Red Sea in 

front of them and Pharaoh’s army 

behind them 



The Covenant People of God 

• God caused the sea to divide and they 

crossed on dry land (Exodus 14) 

– Where did they cross? No one knows 

for sure 



• Israelites crossed somewhere at the 

northern tip of the left arm of the Red 

Sea (Gulf of Suez) because they 

crossed into the Wilderness of Sinai 

– Traveled three days through the 

Wilderness of Shur 

– At Marah they found water but it was 

bitter 

– They complained 

– Moses through God provided a miracle 





• Their next stopping place was Elim 

– Was a natural oasis with 12 wells and 

70 palm trees 

• Even though they were traveling near 

water, they could not drink it because 

the Red Sea and its two arms are salty 

like the oceans 

– Even saltier than normal because of 

high evaporation 





• A month has passed and they are now 

camped in the Wilderness of Sin 

– They begin to complain again 

– Their food had run out and they tell 

Moses that they should have stayed 

in Egypt! 

– Moses tells them later that this was all 

God’s design 





• God began feeding the people with 

manna in the Wilderness of Sin 

– This continued until they were actually 

in the land of  Canaan and ate their first 

food from the land 

– God fed them and fought their battles. 

At Rephidim, the Amalekites attacked 

them. God gave them victory 





• The Israelites arrived at Mt Sinai “in 

the third month” 

– God offered the people a covenant. He 

told them that if they would obey His 

will that He would keep His covenant 

and the Israelites would have all the 

blessings. They responded “we will do 

everything the Lord has said.” 





• Covenant offered in Exodus 19 

• Summary of the law God intended in 

Exodus 20-23 

– Covenant sealed and confirmed with 

animal sacrifices 



• Soon after Moses returned 

to the mountain to receive 

the rest of the law the 

people grew restless 

– They built a golden calf and 

God grew very angry at them 

 

The Covenant People of God 

– He was ready to destroy them 

– God heard the cry of Moses asking for 

forgiveness and promised to continue the 

covenant as long as they would serve Him 



• At Mt. Sinai, God completed the law 
for them 

• He organized them into a nation with 
specific rules to follow 

– They built a movable building called the 
tabernacle in which to worship God 

– They organized their worship in 
obedience to God’s instructions 



• The first promise to Abraham has 
been fulfilled. His descendants are 
a separate, distinct nation 



Waiting For A Generation to Die 

• Just over one year after they left Egypt, the 

Israelites now begin their northward journey 

toward Canaan (Exodus 10:11-12) 

– The time had come for God to fulfill His 

promise to give them the land 

– The route led them through some of the 

roughest terrain they had yet found 



Waiting For A Generation to Die 

• The hills and mountains are high, naked 

granite cliffs with no trees, few bushes 

and very little grass 





• A few miles further 

the complaints began 

again! 

– They were tired of 

the manna! 

– They wanted fish, 

cucumbers, melons, 

etc. from Egypt 

– God was displeased 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• He sent quail and a 

plague 

– Many died and they 

named the place 

Kibroth-Hattaavah 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• Finally the Israelites arrived in the 

Wilderness of Paran at a spot called 

Kadesh-barnea 

– 50 miles from the promised land 

– From this point, Moses sent 12 spies into 

Canaan 

• Came back reporting the richness of the land, 

but it was inhabited by giants and had great 

walled cities 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 





• Ten of the spies and all the multitude 

decided it was too hard a task for them to 

take the land 

• Two spies (Joshua and Caleb) along with 

Moses and Aaron cried out for faith in God’s 

promises 

– The people were ready to stone them to 

death 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• The Israelites had forgotten God’s promise 

that He would care for them and would give 

them the land in spite of all obstacles 

– God was so angry He was ready to destroy 

them all 

– Once again, Moses pled for them and God 

forgave them 

– God declared that NO soldier would live to 

receive the land he had just rejected 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• Their punishment would 

be that they would have 

to stay in the wilderness 

until that whole 

generation of soldiers 

died, a year for every 

day the spies had been 

gone 

– Num 13:25 – forty days 

– Num 14:34 – forty years 

40 years 

of wandering 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• For 38 years the Israelites stayed in the 

region of Kadesh-barnea, waiting for a 

generation to die 

– During this time the people still murmured 

and complained against God. The people 

sinned often 

– A plague brought by God upon the people 

caused 14,700 to die. Only through God’s 

mercy were any left alive 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• On one occasion Moses 

and Aaron also sinned 

– The water was gone and 

the people complained 

again! 

– Moses was angry and he 

did not give God the glory  

 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



– God told Moses to speak 

to the rock and water 

would come forth. But 

Moses struck the rock 

– This happened in the 

wilderness of Zin 

– As a result, Moses could 

not enter Canaan 

 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• God chose to take them 

into the land by a 

different route 

– Moses sent to the king 

of Edom asking 

permission to go 

through his land. He 

refused and sent his 

army out against the 

Israelites 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 

– God told the 

Israelites they could 

not have Edom’s 

land 

– They were related to 

them (Esau – Edom) 



• The Israelites must now find another route 

• They moved forward to Mt. Hor 

– While they were waiting for the message from 

Edom, Aaron died there – he was 123 years 

old (Numbers 33:38) 

• Israelite soldiers retaliated against a 

Canaanite king who came and took some 

captives. Called the place Hormah 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 





• Were not able to go south, back to 

Ezion-geber where they could have taken 

the Kings Highway trade route 

– Had to go northeastward through terrible land 

to make their way northward – just east of the 

Dead Sea 

– Exact route cannot be accurately defined 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



– Route laid out is only an assumption of the 

way they journeyed based upon the cities that 

are listed in the Bible as they traveled 

• In view of their history, is it surprising that 

they complained again? 

– This time God sent poisonous serpents into 

the camp 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• The camping places named after Mt. Hor are 

Zalmonah, Punon, Oboth, and Ije Abarim 

on the border of Moab 

– None of these places have been identified 

– They are on the inside of Edom’s jurisdiction 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 





• At the valley of the 

Zered they turned 

eastward 

– After crossing the 

Zered River they 

were on the edge of 

the land belonging to 

the Moabites 

– Relatives of the 

Israelites 

• LOT/MOAB 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



– God said they could 

not have their land 

and they moved north 

on Moab’s outer 

fringes and crossed 

the Arnon River 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• Sihon of the 

Amorites controlled 

the territory 

between the 

Arnon River and 

the Jabbok River 

– His army came out 

against Moses but 

Moses led the 

Israelites to victory 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



– After conquering King Og 

of Bashan, the Israelites 

controlled all the land from 

the Arnon River northward 

to Mt. Hermon 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• Another group of 

people we need to be 

aware of are the 

Ammonites 

– Sihon had driven 

them out of the fertile 

land into the edge of 

the desert 

– Descendants of Lot 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



– They were a 

constant thorn in 

the flesh to the 

tribes east of the 

Jordan because 

they always tried 

to take the fertile 

lands 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• Balak, king of Moab was afraid to attack the 

Israelites so he tried another plan to harm 

them 

– Sent for a prophet named Balaam to curse 

the Israelites 

– He came, but God kept him from saying 

anything negative against His people 

– Balaam advised Balak to tempt Israel to sin 

and God Himself would curse them 

• Revelation 2:14; Numbers 31:16 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



– Balak sent Moabite and Midianite women into 

the Israelite camp enticing them to sin 

– God demanded the guilty ones be put to 

death 

• 24,000 Israelites were killed on that occasion 

– God then sent the army to fight the Midianites 

and the Moabites as vengeance for the harm 

they had caused 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



• The entire book of Deuteronomy is made 
up of speeches Moses made on the plains 
of Moab 

– Moses’ death was not far away 

– He reminded them of their history and urged 
them to be faithful to God 

– If they would serve God, then God would 
bless them 

– If unfaithful – an enemy would come and take 
them captive 

Waiting For A Generation to Die 



Identify the following places 

Dead Sea Manasseh 

Med Sea Simeon 

Sea of 

Chinnereth 
Judah 

Jordan River Benjamin 

Zered River Ephraim 

Arnon River Dan 

Jabbok River Issachar 

Yarmuk River Zebulun 

Reuben Asher 

Gad Naphtali 


