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18—Gad’s View of David—Consumed by Statistics 

2 Samuel 24:1-15; 1 Chronicles 21:1-19 
 As a native Hoosier, one of my favorite movies is “Hoosiers.”  The movie is based on a true story which is a 

part of Hoosier basketball lore.  For many years, the state of Indiana’s high school basketball tournament included teams 

from all sizes of schools from the smallest school in Indiana to the largest school.  At the end of each season, one 

school was crowned champion after getting through a tournament inclusive of every other team in the state. This format 

changed several years ago to “Class” basketball where the state tournament is now played based on school size.  Now, 

there are several state champions, not just one (a very 

controversial change in the Indiana sports world at the 

time).   

 Back in 1954, tiny Milan High School with 

barely enough players to field a basketball team made it 

all the way to the state championship.  They played 

against basketball powerhouse Muncie Central (a much 

larger school).  The movie Hoosiers is about the build-

up to this state championship.  Surprisingly enough, 

Milan High School defeated Muncie Central to become 

the unlikely state champions.  In a world where the big, 

city schools tend to dominate sports in comparison to 

the rural, county schools it was truly a remarkable feat.  

 It was an amazing story because, statistically, 

it was not supposed to happen for Milan.  Milan was a 

much smaller town than Muncie, Indiana.  Their players were far smaller than those from Muncie Central.  They had 

played far weaker competition during the year than Muncie’s competitors.  On paper, they were the underdogs in so 

many ways.  Yet, despite the statistics, they still had a belief in their team and won the game. 

 Some might say it was a “David beats Goliath” moment in sports.  And, that comparison leads us to our topic.  

David, his whole life, had overcome insurmountable odds.  Though the youngest son, from a small town of Bethlehem, 

he was chosen to become the new king.  Though much smaller than Goliath and less experienced, he defeated the 

Philistine giant.  Though he must start with an army of men who were the outcasts of Israel, he ends up defeating King 

Saul’s army.  Over and again, David had overcome the statistical odds through the providence and power of God. 

 So, as we come to two texts in the Old Testament—2 Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 21—it is interesting to see 

how David has suddenly become interested in statistics.  He wants Joab to oversee the job of taking a census.  But, 

hasn’t David learned statistics do not matter to God?  What does it say about David?  What does it say about his faith?  

Let’s think about these texts and see what we might learn… 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Read 2 Samuel 24:1-2; 1 Chronicles 21:1-2.  What does the king tell Joab to go and do?  Was this directive from 

God or David?  How did God feel about it? 
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2.  At first, how does Joab respond to David’s orders (2 Samuel 24:3; 1 Chronicles 21:3)?  Even so, what does he end 

up doing and how long does it take (2 Samuel 24:4-8; 1 Chronicles 21:4-6)?  What are the results (2 Samuel 24:9)? 

 

 

 

3.  How does God feel about this census (1 Chronicles 21:7)?  How does God’s reaction make David feel (21:8; 2 

Samuel 24:10)?  Who was sent to David by God after this sin (2 Samuel 24:11-12)? 

 

 

 

4.  God chooses to punish this sin of David.  What options does he give to David (2 Samuel 24:12—15; 1 Chronicles 

21:11-14)?  How does David go about choosing the nation’s punishment (21:13)? 

 

 

 

5.  As we think about David’s census sin, why did it anger the Lord?  How can statistics mislead us in our thinking?  

Think of a few examples where “numbers” can be deceiving in matters of faith (Exodus 23:2; Matthew 7:13-14). 

 

 

 

 

Key Lessons: 

➢ Before we make decisions, pray and seek God’s will (James 5:13-15). 

➢ God is able to overcome the statistical odds.  Trust Him (Ecclesiastes 9:11). 

➢ Because King David did not rely upon the wisdom and power of God he was forced to 

rely upon the mercy of God.  Let us not put ourselves in the same circumstances. 

 

Additional Notes: ______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 


