
Sunday PM ZOOM Study (09-13-2020) 
 

David: Through Others’ Eyes (Welch—LC 2020) 

19—Araunah’s View of David—Sacrificing at a Cost 

2 Samuel 24:15-25; 1 Chronicles 21:14-30 
 

 What do each of the following situations have in common? 

 As you are on your way to church on Sunday morning, you find a $20 bill on the parking lot.  Instead of 

offering any of the money you earned last week, you decide to offer this $20 bill in the collection plate. 

 Your family gets together on a holiday.  One family member gives you a $25 gift card at one gathering.  Since 

you never bought a gift for another family member, you 

decide to take this gift card out of your pocket and give 

it to a different family member later in the day at 

another gathering. 

 Your anniversary is right around the corner.  

Instead of writing a poem to your spouse yourself, you 

copy and paste a poem from the Internet and claim it as 

your own in the card you give to your spouse (along 

with the flowers you took from the local cemetery). 

 Can you see the common theme from all of 

these “gifts?”  While the gift may seem thoughtful, there 

is no sacrifice behind the gift.  There was no real 

sacrifice in contributing that $20 bill you happened to 

find.  There was no real sacrifice made or time spent 

choosing the gift card for your family member.  There 

was no substantial energy spent in plagiarizing that 

poem or taking those flowers to give to your loved one 

as a gift.   

 Oftentimes, the beauty of a gift is the sacrifice it took to offer it.  O. Henry once published a wonderful short 

story in 1905 titled Gifts of the Magi.  The story is about a poor couple who want to give one another a Christmas 

present.  Yet, neither of them has much money to do so.  The day before Christmas, Della cuts and sells her beautiful 

hair for $20 to buy her husband a new platinum chain for his pocket watch.  Yet, ironically, on the same day, her 

husband sells his prized pocket watch to buy his wife a new set of combs for her hair.  The beauty of the story is that 

both the husband and wife were willing to sacrifice something important to purchase one another a gift.  Of course, the 

gift was not nearly as beautiful as the priceless love behind it.   

 In the Scriptures, we come across a beautiful story about sacrificial giving as we read of the exchange between 

David and Araunah (he is called Ornan in the Chronicles text).  Let’s take some time to learn from David’s beautiful 

perspective after his terrible blunder with the census. 

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Read 2 Samuel 24:15-17 and 1 Chronicles 21:14-17 and review the text immediately prior.  What had David done 

which led to this punishment?  What does he ask God to do as the punishment is distributed upon Israel? 
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2.  What does Gad, through the Lord, tell David to do as a sacrifice for sin (2 Samuel 24:18-19; 1 Chronicles 21:18-19)?   

 

 

 

3.  What sacrifice had taken place on Mt. Moriah in the past (see Genesis 22:1-2)?  What significant events would occur 

there in the future (cp. 2 Chronicles 3:1; John 19:16-19)?  What does David want to do there (1 Chronicles 21:20-24)?   

 

 

 

4.  Although Arauna/Ornan is willing to freely give David the land and materials for a sacrifice why does David refuse the 

offer (2 Samuel 24:24-25; 1 Chronicles 21:24-26)?  What lessons does this teach us as we offer ourselves as a “living 

sacrifice” to God (Romans 12:1-2)? 

 

 

 

5.  How does God feel about David’s costly sacrifice (2 Samuel 24:25; 1 Chronicles 21:27-30)?  What costly sacrifice did 

God make for us (John 3:16)?  With what kind of sacrifices is God pleased with us (Hebrews 13:16)? 

 

 

 

Key Lessons: 

➢ The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

➢ Yet, God has allowed the forgiveness of sin through a chosen sacrifice (Hebrews 9:27). 

➢ King David would not offer a sacrifice without personal cost.  God allowed His Son to 

be sacrificed at great cost.  Likewise, our religion is worthless without cost! 

 

Additional Notes: ______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 


