
Sunday PM ZOOM Study (09-20-2020) 

David: Through Others’ Eyes (Welch—LC 2020) 

20--Cush, Doeg, and the Ziphites’ View of David—Justly Persecuted  

Psalm 7, 52, 54 
 

 Paul once asked the Galatians, “Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 

4:16).  To Paul, it was perplexing to think people who should receive the truth gladly would hate the messenger so 

strongly. 

 Indeed, it is strange what can happen when 

godly men and women are willing to stand for the truth.  

Stand up for the lives of the unborn and some will 

scream in your face you are sexist.  Stand up for 

traditional marriage and you may get rebuked for being 

homophobic.  Stand up for what Jesus and His 

apostles taught about His church and you may get 

blacklisted as being a cult.  In some countries all it 

takes is reading a Bible or attending a Bible study of 

Christians and it can get you killed.  It can be a 

perplexing feeling to think you are trying to help the 

world and many in the world will punish you for it.   

 Yet, none of this should come as a surprise to 

Christians.  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:10).  Paul, in prison because of his 

faith, would later say, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12).  

Peter wrote to persecuted Christians, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when 

His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy” (1 Peter 4:12-13).   

 We may know of these warnings.  Yet, even if we do not, we can learn of the experience of persecution many 

godly people throughout the Bible experienced.  Most great leaders often also had their great enemies.  David was no 

exception.  Beginning with King Saul, David faced a long line of people who seemed to hate him without a real, 

justifiable cause.  In fact, three of David’s psalms are written in response to particular individuals who hated him.  These 

psalms confront us with the reality of persecution but also give us ideas concerning how we can and should respond to 

the unjust criticism and treatment we may face from the world.  So, in today’s lesson let’s read the words of David as he 

expresses a heart of faith in God in the face of tremendous enemies. 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Read Psalm 7.  What do we know about “Cush, a Benjamite” who is mentioned in the introduction to the psalm as 

being the impetus behind David’s writing?  Why might the tribe of Benjamin had more hard feelings toward David than 

the other tribes (cp. 1 Samuel 9:1-2, 21; 2 Samuel 3:1)? 
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2.  How does David feel about the persecution Cush had been sending his direction?  What qualities of God does David 

mention in this psalm which are the basis of his hope and trust (see Psalm 7:6,8-11,17)? 

 

 

 

3.  Read Psalm 52.  Why did Saul kill Ahimelech and the priests and how was Doeg the Edomite involved in this 

situation (see 1 Samuel 21:1-9; 22:6-23)?  How does David’s psalm characterize Doeg’s assistance to Saul’s persecution 

of David and any of his accomplices? 

 

 

 

4.  What is it David believes about God’s character which gives him hope in the midst of suffering? 

 

 

 

5.  Read Psalm 54.  This psalm is motivated by the Ziphites’ role in being informants of Saul (who was unjustly pursuing 

the innocent David)—see 1 Samuel 23:18-24.  What does David express in this psalm about his enemies and about his 

God in the midst of these trials? 

 

 

 

Key Lessons: 

➢ When feeling persecuted by man, give your anxieties and cares over to the Lord 

(Philippians 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:6-7). 

➢ Remember: the enemies of God’s people will never win (Psalm 7:14-16; Psalm 52:5; 

54:5). 

➢ King David had to trust and wait for the Lord’s deliverance over his enemies, just as 

King Jesus had to wait for the Father to deliver Him from His foes.  Wait on the Lord. 

 

Additional Notes: ______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 


