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21—Solomon’s View of David—Famous Last Words 

1 Kings 2 
 

 When an individual has the luxury of knowing death is imminent the tone of their conversations often become 

far more sober and serious.  They are no longer interested in speaking about the trivial things in life—weather, sports, 

politics.  They know they will be leaving these temporal things behind.  Instead, their focus turns to those they will leave 

behind as well as what lies ahead.  We see the real heart of individuals in their final words to their loved ones. 

 The Bible is full of some of the “famous last words” of men of faith.  In the book of Genesis we read of Jacob 

calling together his sons and saying, “Gather together, 

that I may tell you what shall befall you in the last 

days…” (Genesis 49:1).  A chapter later, Joseph is 

remembered as a man of great faith for confidently 

saying to his brethren, “I am dying; but God will surely 

visit you…and you shall carry up my bones from here” 

(50:24-25; cp. Hebrews 11:22).   

 Likewise, in the final days of Moses, he gave 

speeches to the children of Israel recalling great 

memories and speaking of future works before his final 

days on Mount Nebo (Deuteronomy 31-34).  Joshua, 

the leader who followed Moses, also ends his tenure 

with his memorable line “choose for yourselves this day 

whom you will serve…but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).   

 As we flip the pages to the New Testament, we read of even more “famous last words.”  Numerous sermons 

and Bible studies have been centered upon the “seven sayings of Jesus on the cross” as He was crucified (Matthew 

27:46; Luke 23:34,43,46; John 19:26-27, 28, 30).  Each of these quotations tells us something about the heart of Jesus. 

 Like Jesus, we might also read of the final words of Stephen as he was being martyred for his faith while crying 

out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit…Lord, do not charge them with this sin” (Acts 7:59-60).  Even Paul, in what was 

likely his final letter in the inspired record, famously writes, “…the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His 

appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).   

 It might be a healthy exercise for us to ask, “What would I say to my friends and loved ones if I knew the time I 

had left on earth was short?”  Furthermore, it might be wise for us to start saying those things now. 

 Even so, as we think about David and his associates let us analyze his final words to his son and future king, 

Solomon (1 Kings 2).   

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Read 1 Kings 1 and summarize the events of that chapter.  What issue had evolved in Israel as David was aging and 

who is pronounced as the next king of Israel? 
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2.  What does David know is going to happen to him soon (1 Kings 2:1)?  What does David want Solomon to “prove” to 

the world after David has died (1 Kings 2:2)? 

 

 

 

3.  What, in the minds of many people, are the rites of manhood?  What do people often use as the gauges for an 

individual being a “man?” 

 

 

 

4.  However, what does David connect to real manhood as we read 1 Kings 2:3-4?  What else do the Scriptures connect 

to real manhood (see Jeremiah 5:1; Isaiah 66:2)? 

 

 

 

5.  What three people are specifically mentioned by David to Solomon in 1 Kings 2:5-9?  What is Solomon expected to 

do with those three individuals and why?  What lessons do you think this might teach us? 

 

 

 

Key Lessons: 

➢ Being clear with our children before we die is an act of kindness which can help 

eliminate confusion and strife (1 Kings 1:5-6, 13, 20-21, 33-37; John 19:25-27). 

➢ Real manhood consists of spiritual strength, not in physical qualities (1 Kings 2:2). 

➢ King Solomon was given wonderful advice from his father, David.  Unfortunately, he did 

not always heed it.  Listen to your godly parents (Proverbs 1:8-9; Ephesians 6:1-4). 

 

Additional Notes: ______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 


