
Sunday AM Bible Study (09-13-2020) 
 

Harmony of the Synoptic Gospels (Welch—LC 2020) 

35—Apostolic Ambition 

Matthew 20:17-34; Mark 10:32-52; Luke 18:31-43 
 

1.  As Jesus is headed to Jerusalem, what does He tell His disciples is going to specifically happen to Him 

soon after they arrive (Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-33)?  What was the response of 

His disciples to these events (Luke 18:34)? 

 

 

 

2.  Looking at John’s gospel, how did the disciples feel about going into Judea (John 11:7-16)?  What 

event had significantly increased the risk and why (John 11:47-57)? 

 

 

 

3.  What special request does the “mother of Zebedee’s sons” have for Jesus (Matthew 20:20-21; Mark 

10:35-37)?  What had Jesus previously said that may have led to this request (Matthew 19:28)? 

 

 

 

4.  Jesus asks, “Are you able to drink the cup 

that I am about to drink?”  What is “the cup” 

referring to in this passage (Matthew 20:22-23; 

Mark 10:38-40)?  Notice how this term used in 

other passages (see Psalm 16:5; 23:5; Matthew 

26:39,42; Revelation 14:10; 16:19; 18:6; Isaiah 

51:17; Jeremiah 25:15)? 

 

 

 

5.  Just like the term “cup” is not always literal, 

how is Jesus using the term “baptism” in 

Matthew 20:22-23; Mark 10:38-39? 

 

CUP: 

THAYER’S DEFINITION:  

1) A CUP, A DRINKING VESSEL   

2) METAPHORICALLY ONE’S LOT 

OR EXPERIENCE, WHETHER 

JOYOUS OR ADVERSE, DIVINE 

APPOINTMENTS, WHETHER 

FAVOURABLE OR UNFAVOURABLE, 

ARE LIKENED TO A CUP WHICH 

GOD PRESENTS ONE TO DRINK: SO 

OF PROSPERITY AND ADVERSITY 
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6.  Jesus predicts suffering for James and John.  Indeed, what do we read about these two brothers 

which would prove these prophecies of Jesus do come true (Acts 12:2; Revelation 1:5)? 

 

 

 

7.  Rather than becoming “rulers” and “lords” what does Jesus say is the actual key to greatness 

(Matthew 20:25-26; Mark 10:41-43)?  How did Jesus Himself display this quality (Matthew 20:27-28; 

Mark 10:44-45)? 

 

 

 

8.  Who are the people who have made the biggest impact in your life?  Are they mere “talkers” or are 

they “doers?”  Are they people of just “position” or people who showed “action?”  What do we need to 

learn from Jesus, and life’s experience, if we will impact others? 

 

 

 

9.  As Jesus leaves Jericho, what request is made of Him by two blind men (Matthew 20:29-31; Luke 

18:35-39)?  According to Mark’s account, what is the name of one of these blind men (Mark 10:46-48)? 

 

 

 

10.  What is done for these blind men?  What do they do 

to exhibit “faith” in Jesus (Matthew 20:32-35; Mark 10:49-

52; Luke 18:40-43)?  After this miracle, what do these men 

become?  What spiritual lesson might this teach us as we 

“open the eyes” of the blind?  

 

 

 

 


