
Sunday PM ZOOM Bible Study (10.11.2020) 
 

David: Through Others’ Eyes (Welch—LC 2020) 

23—Shammah’s View of David—Worth Defending Alone 

2 Samuel 23:11-12 
  

 Alone.  The thought of being “alone” can be a scary one if we dwell on it for some time.  Some parents fear 

their children being home alone, especially when they are younger.  Then, when our children grow up and move off it 

takes a while to adjust to the empty nest and the parents being left alone.  One of the greatest concerns for married 

people is when their spouse dies and leaves them all alone with no companion.   

 It can be especially worrisome to be alone in a dangerous place.  Imagine walking alone down a dark 

downtown alley late at night and crossing paths with a group of drunken men just looking for trouble.  Imagine your car 

breaking down in the middle of nowhere with no cell 

signal and having to trust a complete stranger for help.  

Or, in an ideological sense, imagine being the only 

Christian in a classroom and having to speak up alone 

for the Biblical worldview in the face of a professor and 

classmates who may not be friendly towards 

Christianity. 

 Being alone is tough.  This feeling of 

loneliness can be overwhelming.  When Cain was 

punished with being “a fugitive and wanderer on the 

earth” he responded, “My punishment is greater than I 

can bear” (Genesis 4:12-13).  Cain deserved his 

punishment.  Yet, conversely, when Elijah had to stand 

up in the face of hundreds of false prophets of Baal he 

must have had to work up tremendous courage (1 

Kings 18).  When Esther stood alone to speak up for 

her people to the king and Haman, an enemy, she asked for prayer (Esther 4:16).  As Jesus went into the wilderness he 

had to face the devil all alone (Matthew 4:1-11).  Even as Jesus faced an imminent death He spent time in prayer alone 

as His own disciples fell asleep (Matthew 26:40-41).  As Paul was on trial for his faith he notes, besides the Lord’s 

presence, he stood alone (2 Timothy 4:16). 

 When we must do the right thing, alone, it says so much about our convictions and our character.  It takes a 

mighty person of true faith to stand for God even if no man is watching.  For this reason, Shammah, one of David’s 

mighty men is an impressive character we read about in 2 Samuel 23:11-12.  He was loyal enough to the Lord and to 

King David to stand alone and David took notice. 

 

Discussion Questions:  

1.  Read 2 Samuel 23:11-12.  Notice the last phrase of verse 11.  What did all of “the people” do when the Philistines 

came into the area?  It would be ideal if we could stand together (Philippians 1:27).  Yet, what must we be willing to do 

for God even if all others forsake us and flee (1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:8; 2 Timothy 4:16-18)? 
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2.  Even though all others fled, Shammah “defended” the field (2 Samuel 23:12).  Can you think of others in the Bible 

who had to “defend” for God?  What must Christians be willing to do if under spiritual attack (1 Peter 3:15). 

 

 

 

3.  Because of Shammah’s defense, what is God able to bring about on that day (2 Samuel 23:12)?  If we will prepare 

ourselves to battle for the Lord, what do the Scriptures teach God can do for us (see Proverbs 21:31)? 

 

 

 

4.  What exactly was it Shammah was defending (2 Samuel 23:11-12)?  Though this may seem significant to us, why 

might it have been significant to Shammah and others?  What kind of attitude does God want us to have towards the 

“little things” (Luke 16:10; Matthew 25:21)? 

 

 

 

5.  Among 37 mighty men listed, Shammah is in the top three!  How is it we can be mighty as we put on our armor for 

the Lord (2 Corinthians 10:4-6; 13:3)? 

 

 

 

Key Lessons: 

➢ Stand up for the Lord even if it means standing alone! 

➢ Put on your armor and be willing to defend the little things (Ephesians 6:10-19). 

➢ David was not a self-made man.  It took men like Shammah risking their necks to help 

him build the kingdom.  Thank those who are our co-builders in the kingdom! 

 

Additional Notes: ______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 


